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YWCA of USA | Mission Statement  
The Young Womenôs Christian Association of the United States of America is a womenôs 
membership movement nourished by its roots in the Christian faith and sustained by the 
richness of many beliefs and values. Strengthened by diversity, the Association draws  
together members who strive for creative opportunities for growth, leadership and power  
in order to attain a common vision:  peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all people.   
 

Local Purpose Statement  
The purpose of the YWCA of York is to work proactively and collaboratively to provide  
programs that promote racial justice, empower women, eliminate domestic violence,  
and strengthen our community.   
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YWCA of York Awarded $300,000  

Kresge Foundation Grant  

The YWCA of York has been awarded a $300,000 challenge grant from the 
Kresge Foundation to support its capital campaign.  The YWCA publicly 
kicked off its Women and Children First  campaign in November 2007  
announcing its $6 million dollar goal to completely redesign its East Market 
Street facility to better meet community needs. 
 
The Kresge Foundation is a private foundation that supports communities by 
building the capacity of nonprofit organizations in six fields: health, the  
environment, arts and culture, education, human services, and community 
development.  Sebastian S. Kresge established the foundation; it is not  
associated with any corporation or organization.  The foundationôs primary 
grant making tool is its Challenge Grant Program.  It is designed to assist 
nonprofit organizations as they work to strengthen leadership and financial 
support through challenge grants for capital projects.  The challenge grant 
supports the YWCAôs renovation project. 
 
The Kresge Challenge Grant challenges the YWCA and the community to 
raise an additional $300,000 so we can meet our $6 million campaign goal.  
The grant is conditional on raising the remainder of the funds needed to meet 
our goal. 
 
Campaign leadership is thrilled to be approved for the grant, especially since 
it may encourage some to give even if they werenôt planning on it, and it may 
encourage others to give more than they originally intended. ñIt is exciting to 
let potential supporters know that in addition to the ñface-valueò of their gift, 
they also are helping us raise an additional $300,000,ò say Jody Appell and 
Coni Wolf, Campaign Co-Chairs.  The YWCA asks the community to support 
its efforts to renovate our flagship building so we can continue serving the 
York community well into the future. 
 
For more information about the campaign, how to give, or how to increase 
your already committed pledge, visit the YWCA of Yorkôs website 
(www.ywcaofyork.org) or call 845-2631. 
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Volunteer Spotlight :  Romana Li  
 
Romana Li loves to give back to the community.  As President-
Elect of the YWCA Board of Directors, she gives of her time and 
talents to help carry out the important mission of empowering 
women and eliminating racism.   
 
Married to Bruce Bartels and mother of two daughters who both live 
in San Francisco, Romana is a busy wife, mother and community 
volunteer.  Aside from her time spent volunteering at the YWCA of 
York, Romanaôs other board appointments include the United Way 
of York County and New Futures in Washington, D.C.   
 
When sheôs not volunteering, sheôs busy traveling, which has  
always been a part of her busy lifestyle.  Born in Rome, Romana 
and her family moved to Hong Kong when she was three years old.  
She then attended high school in Tokyo, and moved to the United 
States to attend college when she was 18.  She has spent time in 
Brazil visiting family, and met her husband while hiking in Machu 
Picchu.   
 
Of all the places she has traveled, she feels a real connection to 
the people in York County.  She describes them as kind and 
friendly and willing to invest in their  
community.  Of the people she has met, she says that most of them were born and raised in this  
community and she appreciates the pride that they show towards their hometown. 
 
Romanaôs history with the YWCA of York began in December 2002 when she was hired to work in the 
Development Department.  After travel demands kept her from attending several staff meetings, she 
decided that it was time to serve the YWCA in a different capacity.  Not wanting to lose Romanaôs talent 
and skills, YWCA Executive Director Deb Stock offered Romana a seat on the Board of Directors.   
Romana eagerly accepted.     
 
Romanaôs passion for her work at the YWCA is obvious as she states, ñThe YWCA does fabulous work 
in the community.  They not only make change happen, they initiate the change.ò  She believes that the 
YWCA has a very cutting-edge vision and will continue to grow and become a more prominent presence 
in the York community in years to come. 

ƶ Students look at butterfly samples with their 
teacher at Nixon Park.   

Super Science Explorerôs Camp  
Visits Nixon Park  

On June 26, the Super Science Explorerôs Camp went  
on a field trip to the Richard M. Nixon County Park. The 
students enjoyed hiking through the park and touring the  
environmental education center, home of a working bee 
hive, live snakes, and a bird observation window. It was 
reptile week at the park and the children had the  
opportunity to touch a boa and corn snake. To end the 
day, the campers enjoyed a picnic lunch.  Children in  
the Super Science Explorerôs Camp spend 11 weeks  
exploring science in this fun camp alternative.   
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New South Queen Street Early Learning Center to Open in September  
 

Students enrolled in Early Childhood Education at the York County School of Technology will soon have 
a new training environment in which to learn how to provide early learning experiences to children ages 
6 weeks ð 5 years old.  In September 2008, the YWCA of York will operate a newly designed and  
renovated child care program on the York County School of Technologyôs campus.   
 
ñThis is an extraordinary opportunity for the YWCA,ò says Ruby Martin, Director of Programs and  
Services at the YWCA. ñNot only will we be collaborating with another member of the educational  
community in a very real way, but we will have a key role in molding the next generation of early  
childhood professionals.ò   
 
Early Learning Center hours will be from 6:00 a.m.ð5:30 p.m. MondayðFriday.  There is a $50  
enrollment fee.  Please call Ruby Martin for rates or to enroll at 845-2631 ext. 119.   

All Early Learning Center, Pre K Counts, Camp and  
School Age Learning Center Families, 
 
Join us on Saturday, September 6, 2008 from 4pm to 8pm at 
Camp Cann -Edi -On for a celebration of our Learning  
Community. 
 
Activities, karaoke, food, swimming and arts and crafts,  
something for everyone! 
 
For more information and if transportation is needed, call  
Ruby Martin at 717-434-1752 or email rmartin@ywcaofyork.org. 

Community Renaissance Project Enters its 5th Phase  

It seems like yesterday that the YWCA called together a small 
group of residents from the neighborhood near the Market Street 
building to discuss how to improve neighborhood conditions.  
That was seven years ago, before the YWCA launched the  
Community Renaissance Project.  The revitalization initiative, 
now referred to as the Elm Street Project, has attracted over  
$6 million in resources for better housing, new streetscapes, 
community gardens and the new Renaissance Park.   
Recognizing that a true renaissance takes time, the City of York, 
the Commonwealthôs Department of Community and Economic 
Development,  the Wachovia Regional Foundation, corporate 
partners including Glatfelter Insurance Agency, PeoplesBank, 

and the Wolf Organization committed five years of resources to the project.  The Junior League of York, 
Citizens Bank Foundation, Sovereign Bank Foundation, the Womenôs Giving Circle and the York County 
Community Foundation have all contributed to the project. 
 
What is truly inspiring is that the people who live in Olde Towne East, whether itôs been for 40 years or 
for 4 years, are excited and committed to creating the sense of community that everyone wants in a 
neighborhood.  The neighborhood association is actively organizing community-building events, 
neighborhood patrols and youth programs.  Residents helped developed a logo for Olde Towne East 
and efforts are underway to make it the neighborhood of choice in York City.  While there still are  
challenges, the ingredients are present for long-lasting community vitality. 

mailto:rmartin@ywcaofyork.org
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Thank You 2008 Camp Cann -Edi -On Donors!  

Sandy & Pete Andrews 
Barbara Appell 
Josephine & Louis J. Appell, Jr. 
Mary Ann & Charles Bacas 
Kathryn & Lester W. Bentz, Jr. 
Meg & Peter Brubaker 
C.S. Davidson, Inc. 
Carol & Thomas Cassel 
Church Women United 
    In York County 
Linda & David Davidson 
Bon-Ton Foundation 
Christine R. Ehehalt 
Hazel & William S. Eisenhart, Jr. 
Barbara S. Farerra 
Ginger & John Finlayson 
Ingrid & Donald Graham 

Harrisburg Kiwanis  
    Youth Foundation 
Marty & George Hodges 
Ruth & Edward Jones 
Kathy & Leroy King, Jr. 
Jane & Robert Landis 
Dorrie & Henry Leader 
Mary Jane Leader 
Stanton Lebouitz 
Patricia & Frederick Lowe 
Phyllis McCullough 
Susanne M. Motter 
Diane & Irvin Naylor 
Sara & Robert Paul 
Roy E. Paules 
Brenda & W. Scott Rhinehart 
Jenny & George Ruffin 

Sesame Temps, Inc. 
Elizabeth & George A. Shorb 
Judy & William Simpson 
Ruth & Luther B. Sowers 
Carolyn Steinhauser 
Debra & Stephen Stock 
Carol Stough 
Margaret & William Swartz 
Virginia & Henry W. Thornton 
Barbara Wilhelm 
Margaret & Ray Wilson 
Phyllis Wolf 
Constance Wolf 
Cornelia & William Wolf 
York Traditions Bank 
Connie & Carl Young 
Meg Zarfos 

CONGRATULATIONS to all 202 women athletes of the 4th Annual Y -Tri Ladiesô Sprint  

Triathlon held on June 29, 2008!  Women and girls between the ages of 14 and 75 years old showed their 
strength and endurance, both physically and mentally, during a 500-yard swim, a 15-mile bike and a 5K run.   
 
First Place Overall ð Michele Trdina   1:20:52  
First Place Masters ð Susan Dallam   1:24:20  

THANK YOU to our 4th Annual Y -Tri Host, Sponsor and Supporters.  
 

Host, York College of Pennsylvania, Grumbacher Sport and Fitness Center 
  

Sponsors, York Newspaper Company, Bailey Coach, Bon-Ton Stores Foundation, Memorial Hospital 
 

Supporters, Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Appell, Jr., Mary Anne Bacas, Big Apple Bagels, Center for Cosmetic  
Dermatology, Chartwells Dining Services, Collage Specialty Shop, Inc., Cycle Works, Linda Davidson, Edôs Ski 
and Cycle Stop, Face-To-Face Aesthetic Center, Dave Gotwald, George & Martha Hodges Foundation, Hong 
Kong Cleaners, Kinsley Construction, Lebo Skin Care Center, The Lehman & Carey Chiropractic Center, Local 
Fire Police & EMTôs, Massage Therapy by Betsy, Joan & Tim Norris, Nuts about Granola, LLC, Olbas Herbal  
Remedies, Perform Group, LLC, Robert & Donna Pullo, W. Scott & Brenda Rhinehart, John Schmidt  
Foundation, Snyderôs of Hanover, Suburban Bowlerama, Transportation Resource Group, Inc., Tri-Hill Family 
Dentistry, Tri-Speed, Connie Wolf, Cornelia & William Wolf, Frances & Tom Wolf, York Road Runners, Jenny 
Zimmerman 
 

A special thank you to our volunteers who helped make this event a huge success!   


